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e from the Headteacher

rents and Carers

nesday has dawned, Lent is beginning and Spring is
as we come to the end of this half-term. As
as been a busy few weeks.

th was a day of celebration as Year 11 pupils
Maths GCSE results for their November entries.
his time last year were excellent but this cohort's
n better. Needless to say, they were fruit of a

| of hard work on the part of pupils, teachers and
In our experience, this level of dedication is
warded. More Maths results and all sorts of
esults will be published on March 3rd (for Year 10
11) so watch this space for further updates. We
high hopes for the Summer!

e, as usual, been involved in all manner of extra-

r activities, sporting and otherwise. You can catch
ports results on Twitter and in the PE newsletter.
o fortunate to have so many enthusiastic young
ople at Corpus Christi, many of whom represent
ry and some of whom have national honours.

SPRING NEWSLETTER

SCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT

Together we are the body of
Christ

e In our school community we
will

e show our love by helping
and forgiving each other

® recognise that everyone is
unique and celebrate their
differences

e value ourselves, develop
our talents and help others
to develop theirs

e strive for excellence in
everything we do

e grow closer to God in word,
in Sacrament and in what
we do

e live in partnership with all
those around us

e respond to Christ's call to
build His kingdom.




Christi hosted a Careers Fayre for the first time at the end of Janua
al and national organisations attended, providing pupils in Years 9, 10 a
2 on very many different careers and courses that are available. There
onderful atmosphere in the Hall and it was lovely to see so many paren
e people who gave so generously of their time to represent their busine
ional establishments were extremely helpful and I would like to thank
g this venture such a huge success. The staff at school who organised i
d it also deserve a huge "thank you".

der how many times we have heard children say, "I don't know how to re
)ing to provide support for our Year 10 and Year 11 pupils who might so
his way on March 10th. An organisation called "Positively Mad" will be ¢
| o provide top tips on studying and learning, in the lead up to the Sum
s. There is no doubt that all pupils, from the keenest to those who nee
agement support, will benefit.

dition, I have asked the speakers to provide a session for parents. It w
from 5pm-6pm. The invitation is extended to all parents, but there is

bout 400 chairs in the Hall, so places will be allocated on a “first come,
“ basis. If it proves to be very useful and more parents come forward
ommodated, I shall try to rebook them for a date later on.

would like to come along, please email my PA, Mrs Barbara Mullins, at b
ardiff.gov.uk to reserve a place. You can find about "Positively Mad" al

estimonials at www.positivelymad.com

2 meantime, may I wish you and your family a pleasant and restful half-

a lovely half term.

Angela Thomas



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Follow us on
Twitter

@CorpusChristiHS

Please check the
school website for
letters and news-

letters.

http://
www.corpuschristi

hs.co.uk/

Friday 12th February
Friday 12th February
Saturday 20th February
Monday 22nd February

Wednesday 24th February

Monday 29th February
Tuesday 1st March
Wednesday 2nd March
Monday 7th March
Tuesday 8th March
TBC

TBC

Monday 14th March
Tuesday 15th March
Wednesday 16th March
Wednesday 16th March
Thursday 17th March
Tuesday 22nd March
Wednesday 23rd March
Thursday 24th March
Friday 25th March
Tuesday 29th March
Monday 11th April

Half-term, school ends at 3.25pm
Y849 Ski Trip leaves

Y849 Ski Trip returns

Back to school

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 4pm to 7pm
Interim Reports to Parents
School Eisteddfod

Y10 trip to see Blood Brothers
Y10 Parents’ evening 4pm to 7pm
GCSE Music Evening

Y849 girls HPV inoculations

Y11 Meningitis inoculations

School Council Meetings this week
Y11 GCSE Art Exam

Y11 GCSE Art Exam

Full Governing Body Meeting 7pm
Y10 Mock exams start

Y10 Mock exams end

Easter Liturgy 7pm

Term ends at 1:30pm

Y8 Barcelona Trip leaves

Y8 Barcelona Trip returns

Back to school

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD'’S DIARY REGULARLY
AND SIGN WEEKLY




Jubilee Year of Mercy 2015-2016

rt of the Year of Mercy which was announced by Pop
is (8th December 2105 to 20th November 2016), the
| has set itself a target of raising £4,000 for the equip
ch-needed medical centres in various developing cou
around the world.

ppeal is our response to the Church’s call to ‘feed the
ry’, which is one of the corporal works of mercy.

g Lent there will be various sponsored events taking
, such as cake sales, hunger lunches, collection jars an
chool uniform day to raise the much-needed funds.

support is always welcomed and appreciated.

urke
partment




ratulations to Lucie John (7S) for being
isted in the ‘Echoes’ National Short story
etition. There were over 3,000 entries
schools throughout the UK and Lucie is
f only 20 entries to be longlisted. The
list will be announced very soon.

atulations also go to Adam James and Pat-
pham for each winning first prize in their
roup and Jack Tucker, Eli Melim and Emily
in, who won runner-up prizes in the

| stage of the competition.

‘Echoes’ by Lucie John

As the solitary figure sat by the tranquil lake, loneliness crept over her like
‘s shadow. Abi Green had everything you could possibly want in the world:

, kindness ... all except for one thing, she didn’t have a friend!

Every day, she would sit by the lake and dunk her feet in, all by herself, wo
g what it would be like to have someone as a friend. The sound of her gentle
echoed across the still lake until a different echoing sound rang in her ears,
miliar gentle weeping, but the calming, soothing call of what seemed to be
rious sea creature in the distance. The echoing sound grew closer, until Abi
almost touch it. A feeling of warmth surrounded her as if the echoes of the
rious creature were sent to comfort her.

Abi closed her eyes and for the first time in months she allowed herself to
, she felt that this strange creature could somehow feel her pain. She had o
d to Scotland six months ago and during this time she had lost her confiden
ad still not managed to make any friends. So today as she sat by the lake sh
connection to this strange creature. Moments later, the echoes disappeare
bi returned, melancholy and desperately sad, to her desolate house in the
ss of the Scottish Isles.

Day after day she returned to the lake hoping to catch a glimpse of the m
creature but the echoing sound was becoming a distant memory and she w
if her imagination had been playing tricks on her. All she could hear was th
e rippling of the cold wind on the lake, the rustling sound of the leaves and t
of emptiness all around. This emptiness echoed in her heart.



She would recall the happier times back in Wales, full of laughter and frien
running freely up the mountains and chasing the waterfalls. This memory w
ered when her father had lost his job and they moved to Scotland for his wo
ad desperately tried to make friends but she seemed invisible, the children
eir friendship cliqgues and she wasn’t wanted, she felt outcast and different!
A few weeks passed and nothing had changed! Anxiously she entered the
ol gates, her head low and body dragging along. She sat listening to the whis
aughter about her. She wanted to curl up into a ball and hibernate like a hed
She could feel her heart beating faster, the butterflies in her stomach grew.
o get out! Now! She ran frantically out of class, through the fields and ended
es the lake.
Beside the tranquil lake, she burst into floods of tears. Her sadness echoed
nd the lake as her tears rolled down her cheeks. Slowly her body fell to the
nd and she let out a loud, piercing cry. This sound could be heard for miles, it
ced over the lake and through the trees until silence re appeared!!!
In the distance, a familiar sound began to echo as if answering her cry. She
ed following the sound until she reached a wooden jetty where she gazed ov
nto the water. The sound was now whispering distance away. But what was
e noise?

Swiftly and suddenly a beautiful blue dolphin appeared right in front of he
leaping and diving much to Abi’s delight! Abi sat on the jetty with her feet
d in the crystal water and felt a warmth flood through her body again.
Every day after school she would happily race to the lake and sit beside th
stening to the echoes of the magnificent sea creature that she now called he
d. There were no more echoes of sadness but laughter echoed around the la
Ithough Abi and the dolphin couldn’t talk, they had an understanding.
Abi’s smile had returned and one sunny afternoon as she skipped to the la
ouldn’t hear the echoes of her favourite sea creature but instead the sound
her child playing. As they looked at each other they smiled and from that da
cial friendship blossomed. Abi was so happy that at first she didn’t realise th
choing sounds of the sea creature had disappeared. In the distance the tail
dolphin was seen swimming away.

Silence returned to the tranquil lake while in the nearby, not so desolate
e, the laughter of two friends echoed around the place!




Digital Day Results

one to the Year 9 pupils involved in Digital Day last term. BIM
that the quality of submissions this year was at an all-time hig
ey hoped that students, teachers and agency mentors found it
riching, fun and informative day.

ere selected for the shortlist and sent to the sponsors for the fin
of judging. The final round of judging by the sponsors has now
ce and after much deliberation, our school was unfortunately n
ed as the Digital Day 2015 winner. However, getting to the sho
ge is no easy feat and the sponsors were very impressed with

submissions. We would like to congratulate the Vodafone ‘Fami
ear 9 team on a job well done!

so congratulate the winning schools; Bournemouth School for
ns Park Community School and The Corsham School, and tha
igital for helping us to get to the final round of judging.

involved:

L Isaac WELSH Elizabeth

E Eleshia WILLIAMS Emily

RUA Alex NETHERCOTT Millie

R Hannah NOGAN Laura

VANS Chloe NUH Tasha

Seb T AYLOR Hermione

A Tamara ANTHONYPILLAI Pritika
nnie BRAIN Oliver

AS George CLANCY Aidan

M Julia GLOSSOP Sean




congratulations to Eleshia Barry in 90
s an Area Runner-up in the Royal Mail
tter Writer competition.

YOUNG
LETTER
WRITER

letter applying for her dream job was
n the top 5 in Wales in the Secondary COMPETITION |

—
ge Group and was selected from 2015
00, 000 entries from across the UK. l -

nch
Department

|

DISNEYLAND PARIS

e unfortunate events in November last year, the decis
e to cancel the Year 9 trip to Disneyland Paris. Unfort
e are unable to claim the non-refundable deposit back
, you may be able to claim on your own insurance (eg i
hrough bank accounts).

g last week’s incident at the Disney hotel, we are certai
ave made the right decision for the children, parents
were supervising the trip. If your child paid more tha
nal £50, they can collect their refund from Mrs Love.



HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL
DAY 27/1

Holocaust Memorial Day — Year 9 Students

ednesday P of January it was Holocaust Memorial Day. It
a day to remember the bravery of individuals who survived a

of persecution and terror. We were incredibly fortunate this
that the Holocaust Educational Trust organised a live webcas
ousands of schools across the U.K. with the inspiring testimo
olocaust survivor Rudi Oppenheimer.

ednesday, therefore, a select number of Year 9 students we
ht the history of the Holocaust and then listened and watche
live testimony of Rudi. They then engaged in a debrief session
r the testimony and discussed ideas of how we might be able
n from the mistakes of that awful period in History.

Year 9 students were brilliant throughout the testimony and
ions that went before and after it. They asked insightful ques-
s and thought of ways to apply these lessons to school life, wi
e commenting on standing up to bullying when they see it ha
. 1 am looking forward to how they now deliver their knowled
lan lessons later in the year for the rest of their year group.

homas

()
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Careers Evening

rs evening, held on the 28" January for upper school pupils proved

ve success. 44 stands made up of employers, Universities and colleg
present to show pupils the vast array of careers ahead of them and
ilities for the future. Approximately 350 pupils and parents attende
his valuable insight.

|d like to thank the following for supporting Corpus Christi’s first Ca
g

f Metropolitan University, University of South Wales, Cardiff Unive
| of Medicine (Cardiff University), Royal College of Nursing, St. Davic
e, Cardiff and Vale College, ACT Training, Itec, Remit Training, ISA

ng, The Style Team, Marriott Hotels, Premier Inn, Traveline, Netwo
vern Wye Energy, SERS Energy Solutions Group, New Law Solicitors
James, SCCL, Legal & General, IBM, Firstsource, The British Army, G
ic, ElectronicaUK, Powell Dobson Architects, Institution of Civil Engi
ond Brown Group, Parsons Brinkerhoff, ISG, Construction Industry

ng Board (CITB), Lloyds Bank, Barclays, HM Revenue & Customs, Ad
nce, Welsh Financial Services, Target Group, Black Horse, BBC, Rou
nguages, C2C - Connect 2 Cardiff, and Careers Wales. With particul:
s to Adrian Cole at Careers Wales for helping to source employers.

Killen

d Careers Co-ordinator



=
c
)
>
Ll
(7¢)
S
)
)
p
©
O




camps
TRy Grerid et @ Corpus Christi

e the beginning of the term Technocamps have been ru
after school coding club. Pupils were able to learn how tc
g Python programming. They set up Raspberry Pi kits, c
es and learnt how to control lights. Being able to write s
grammes has enabled the pupils to develop an understa
omputing.

sessions were really informative and the pupils were hac
opportunity to learn new skills. They can continue to us
e skills in coding club on Monday lunchtimes in room 9.

ig thank you to Laura and Rob for sharing their time and ¢



Safer Tuesday

Internet | - threEn
Day 2006 | e

www. saferinkernetday.org

e
= E b

day 9th February 2016, millions across the UK and globally were cel
ternet Day. For parents and carers, Safer Internet Day is a great time
rsation with your child about staying safe online. This year the theme
for a better internet' and young people from across the UK are consi
y can do to help make the internet a kinder place. Perhaps you could
Id about what actions they could take to make the internet a kinder
ften we hear about the negative impact that the internet and new tec
oung people, but on Safer Internet Day we want to celebrate the posi
xplore what we can all do to make sure that all young people have a
ine. Parents and carers play a crucial role in supporting children to na
and make the most of the opportunities offered by technology. The
hing you can do is to have a conversation and stay engaged with you

igital lives.

| we have had a series of assemblies held by our E-safety and anti b
ntatives, encouraging pupils to #share a heart and to use the internet

ons.

find out more information looking at the website link below, which ha

or parents and carers as well as pupils.

.saferinternet.orq.uk/safer-internet-day/2016/parents

ww.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2016/11-18s
help keep our children safe and happy online!

Gatiss



http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2016/parents�
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2016/11-18s�

BT Cardiff Bay International Data Centr

Sixteen Year 9 pupils, accompanied by Mr Edwards, represented Corpus
Christi at an Information Technology learning experience at British Telecom’
International Data Centre (IDC) site in Cardiff Bay on Thursday 14th Janua
2016. The day was an opportunity to show pupils that IT is an interesting,
evant, (and lucrative), career path to pursue.

The visit featured a tour of the centre, including a trip into BT's “Cloud” stor
facility, and an opportunity to see BT staff developing new web sites for well
known charities. Perhaps the most popular event during the visit was the
“Marshmallow Challenge”, when teams of pupils competed to win a large b
of marshmallow treats by building a structure out of spaghetti.




ATTENDANCE

hole school attendance total is currently running at
%, which is lower than we would want it to be for th
of year. The Welsh Assembly Government’s target
attendance is 95%. Anything under this figure coul

that the Educational Welfare Service will contact y
d out why your child has been absent from school.

It is a parent’s legal responsibility to ensure their chil
attends school every day.

Parents responsible for children who exhibit poor
attendance risk prosecution and a Fixed Penalty Not
fine being issued by the Local Authority.

Children are not allowed to go on holiday during te

time.

is @ current breakdown of each Year Group’s

dance:
Year 7 96.7%
Year 8 96.3%
Year 9 95.5%
Year 10 95.6%
Year 11 95.9%




Y ATTENDANCE MATTERS

ance Absence Lessons

O Days None

10 Days 50 Les
38 Days 190 Le
57 Days 285 Le

ssing lessons makes the work more di

every day you are absent from sch
U fall behind in 5 Subjects.

0% Attendance = ACHIEVING YOUR
ENTIAL.




ELINDRE HOSPITAL KNITTED CHI
APPEAL

year, we will once again be supporting this vital charit
s which contain a chocolate egg cost £1 and will be on s
1°" February in the Library. We raised over £200 last
ould like to raise more money this year.




TERM DATES 2015—2016




	Ash Wednesday has dawned, Lent is beginning and Spring is in the air as we come to the end of this half-term.  As usual, it has been a busy few weeks.

	January 7th was a day of celebration as Year 11 pupils received Maths GCSE results for their November entries.  Results this time last year were excellent but this cohort’s were even better.  Needless to say, they were fruit of a great deal of hard work on the part of pupils, teachers and parents.  In our experience, this level of dedication is always rewarded.  More Maths results and all sorts of English results will be published on March 3rd (for Year 10 and Year 11) so watch this space for further updates.  We have such high hopes for the Summer!

	Pupils have, as usual, been involved in all manner of extra-curricular activities, sporting and otherwise.  You can catch up with sports results on Twitter and in the PE newsletter.  We are so fortunate to have so many enthusiastic young sports people at Corpus Christi, many of whom represent the country and some of whom have national honours.

	Corpus Christi hosted a Careers Fayre for the first time at the end of January.  Over 40 local and national organisations attended, providing pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 with advice on very many different careers and courses that are available.  There was the most wonderful atmosphere in the Hall and it was lovely to see so many parents here.  All the people who gave so generously of their time to represent their businesses and educational establishments were extremely helpful and I would like to thank them for making this venture such a huge success.  The staff at school who organised it and supported it also deserve a huge “thank you”.

	I wonder how many times we have heard children say, “I don’t know how to revise”.  We are going to provide support for our Year 10 and Year 11 pupils who might sometimes feel this way on March 10th.  An organisation called “Positively Mad” will be coming to school to provide top tips on studying and learning, in the lead up to the Summer examinations.  There is no doubt that all pupils, from the keenest to those who need more encouragement support, will benefit.

	In addition, I have asked the speakers to provide a session for parents.  It will take place from 5pm-6pm.  The invitation is extended to all parents, but there is room for only about 400 chairs in the Hall, so places will be allocated on a “first come, first served” basis.  If it proves to be very useful and more parents come forward than can be accommodated, I shall try to rebook them for a date later on.

	If you would like to come along, please email my PA, Mrs Barbara Mullins, at bmullins@cardiff.gov.uk to reserve a place.  You can find about “Positively Mad” along with some testimonials at www.positivelymad.com

	In the meantime, may I wish you and your family a pleasant and restful half-term break.
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